CHAPTER I

Ancestry

KHWAJA 'AsiD, grandfather of Nizamu'l-Mulk, was born in
CA1I Abad, in the neighbourhood of Samarqand, in the king-
dom of Bukhara. Moving from his native place, he established
himself at Bukhara, where his talent had greater opportunity
of recognition. He was the son of 'Alain Sheikh, a celebrated
man of letters and a well-known Sufi of his time. The King
of Bukhara had bestowed on the latter the tide of A'zamu'l-
Ulama, which testifies to his being one of the most learned
men of the realm. Khwaja 'Abid's mother was of the family
of Mir Hamdan, a distinguished Sayyid of Samarqand.
cAlam Sheikh originally came from Suhraward, a small town
in Kurdistan, and traced his descent to Sheikh Shihabu'd-Dm
Suhrawardy, a great spiritual teacher and author of eminent
works on Islamic theosophy, and called himself a descendant
of Abu Bakr, the First Caliph.1 cAlam Sheikh was reputed
to be endowed with spiritual powers. He had numerous
disciples all over the kingdom of Bukhara to whom he used
to prescribe rules of discipline and devotion.

He gave religious education to his son Khwaja 'Abid,
who after the death of his father moved to Bukhara.
His intelligence and ability soon attracted the attention of
men in authority there, and he was offered the post of chief
QazI, which he accepted. A little later he was made Sheikhu'l-
Islam, a very important office in the realm.

Khwaja cAbid's first visit to India was in 1065H. (A. D.
1654-55), while he was on his way to Mecca in the twenty-ninth
year of Shahjehan's reign. He presented himself at the Imperial
court, where he was received with distinction, invested with a

lrThe names in the pedigree are: (1) Sheikh Shihabu'd-DIn, (2) Abu Mu-
hammad Hifz, (3) Sheikh Qutab-ul-Aqtab Zainu'd-Dm, (4) Sheikh 'Alau'd-
Din, (5) Sheikh Taju'd-DIn, (6) Sheikh Fathullah, (7) Sheikh Najibullah,
(8) Sheikh Jawid alias Sarmast, (9) Sheikh Fathullah II, (10) Sheikh Jawid II,
(11) Muhammad Durwish, (12) Sheikh Muhammad Momin, (13) Mr* Mu-
hammad 'Alam, (14) 'Azizan-i-'Alam, (15) Khwaja Mir Ismail alias 'Alam
Sheikh, (16) Khwaja *Abid.